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The house in which we are put up is just by the riverside.
The river, in front, flows peacefully. I deliberately use the word
"peacefully". As the water is deep, I see no turbulence in it*
So big is the Brahmaputra that large ships can sail on it through-
out the year. If only we could acquire such serenity and enjoy
such peace, within what a short time we could win swaraj I We do
not want the roar of shallow waters, but want rather the peace that
is in the stillness of deep waters and the strength % which it reveals*
A large variety of plants and many kinds ot% fruit grow here.
Tea, of course, is there. But can anyone say that we have gained
any benefit from it? We all know the harm it has done. Fruits
such as bananas, pine-apples, oranges and custard apples grow
in plenty here. Among cereals paddy is the chief crop.
The people are trustful and simple. Both the Hindus and
the Muslims speak Assamese. Bengali and Assamese are said to
be sister languages. The script is the Bengali one. As I tour the
country I see that, if all the Indian languages were written in the
Devanagari script this would greatly strengthen the idea of our being
one nation. There should be only two scripts, the Urdu and the
Devanagari. There can be no doubt that there would be little
difficulty in understanding Assamese, Bengali, Punjabi, Sindhi
and other languages if they were written in the Devanagari script,
If this could be done, students of all these languages would be
saved much time and would find the languages very easy to learn.
But this was by the way. The people of Assam can be said
to be relatively happy* Their land does not require much cultiva-
tion. The flood waters of the rivers fertilize it, so that the people
are able to earn their livelihood with little labour. Few "reforms'*
have been introduced in Assam as it came under British rule much
later and consequently the people have saved their wealth and
preserved their prosperity. They never work as labourers* Since,
however, the tea gardens cannot be maintained without labourers,
the required number are brought from the United Provinces, Hence
it is that we hear many stories of atrocities on them and that an
incident like the one at Chandpur could take place*
Fifty years ago, the conditions were such that Assam produced
all the needs of its people. The reader will be pleased to know
that even today every woman in Assam knows weaving* She
weaves all the cloth she needs for herself. All women in families
of consequence as in ordinary families are weavers. They do not
weave for a living, but do so in their spare time in the home*
A girl who cannot weave will never get a partner. The owner of
the house where I am staying is a big zemindar and has money